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HONORABLE JOHN S . CRAFT 
VERNON PARISH SHERIFF AND 

EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR 
Leesville, Louisiana 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

I have audited the financial statememts of the Tax Collector Agemcy Fumd of the Vermom 
Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 2001, and for the year then ended , as listed in the table 
of contents , These financial statements are the responsibility of sheriff 's management

, 

My responsibility is to express an opini on on these financial statements based on my 
audit , 

As described in note i , the Vernon Parish Sheriff is the ex -officio parish tax collector 
for the various t~xing bodies within Vernon P~r~sh, and the accompanying financial 
statements present information on the activities of the ex -officio parish tax collector, 
Further , the accompany ing financial statements have been prepared on the bas~s of cash 
receipts and disbursements which ~s a comprehensive basis of accounting other than 
generally accepted accounting principles , 

In my opinion , the financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present 
fairly , in all m~teria] respects , the ~ssets and liabilities arising from cash 
transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Vernon Parish Sheriff at June 30

, 

2001 , ~nd the collection ~nd distributions for the year then ended
, on the b~sis of 

accounting as described in note 1 , 

H e,,b;o W . 'W ay 
Herbie ~J, Way 
Alexandria , Louisiana 
October 5 , 2001 



VERNON PARISH SHERIFF 
Leesville , Louisiana 
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 

Statement of Assets ~nd Liab~qities 
Arising from Cash Transactions 
Oune 30 . 2001 

ASSETS 

Cash and equivaqent~ 

LIABILITIES 

Due to t~x ing bodies mnd othe rs 

The accompanjing notes are an integraq part of this statement 

Statement A 

$113,113 

$113,113 



VERNON PARISH SHERIFF 
Leesville , Louisiana 
TAx COLLECTOR AGENCY FUNC 

S~atemenS Collections , Distributions, and Unsettled Balances 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2001 

UNSETTLED BALANCES, JULY i, 2000 

COLLECTIONS 

Ad valorem taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Sporting licenses 
Interest on: 

Delinquent t~~e~ 
Demand deposits 
Protest taxes 

Parish licenses 
Tax notices , etc . 

Total collections 

Total 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

Louisiana Dep 
Wildlife an 
Agriculture 

Louisian~ Tax 
Vernon Parish 

Police Jury 
School Boar 
ASSessor 
Law Enforce 
West Vernon 
South Verno 

Pension funds 
Refunds . etc . 

a rtman~ of : 
d Fi ~he ries 
and Fo restry 
Commission 

d 

ment District 
Wate r Dist rict 
n Water District 

To~ 3 dist ributions 

UNSETTLED BALANCES AT JUNE 30, 2001, 

DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 

The accompanying notes are an integrml part of this statement 
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Statement B 

$554,382 

8,131,608 
$,016 ,950 

7 .985 

5 ,447 
15 ,732 
3 ,893 

166 ,505 
77 ,594 

9,425 ,714 

9,980 ,095 

7 ,505 
39 ,554 
14 .732 

3 ,265 ,579 
3 ,513 ,457 

503 ,242 
$,772 ,627 

96 ,557 
70 ,995 
233 ,337 
349 .377 

g .B66 .#B3 

$i13,113 
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As provided 
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parish , the 
taxes , pari 

VERNON PARISH SHERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR) 

Leesvill8 , Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and for the Year Ended June 30 , 2001 

I, SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A , REPORT ING ENT ITY 

Louisiana Revised Statute (LSA-R,S.) 24:517(D) requires the accounts of each 
parish tax collector to be audited annually , Accordingly , the accompany ing 
financial statements reflect the financial activity of the sheriff related only 
to the responsibility as ex-officio parish tax collector. Amounts included in 
these financial statements are also included in the sheriff 's annual general 

purpose financial statements . 

B , BASIS O F ACCOUNT ING 

The accounts of the Tax Collector Agency Fund are established to reflect the 
collections imposed by law , and the distributions pursuant to such law , and 
unsettled balances due the various tax recipient bodies and others . The 
accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the cash basis of 
accounting , with collections recognized when received and distributions 
recognized when paid , 

C, CASH AND EQUIVALENTS 

n 

of 
ok 

Under state law , these deposits , or the resulting bank balances , must be secured 
by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 

a~ent bank, The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit i surance must at all times equal the a ount on deposit with the fiscal agent 
bank, These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank 
in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties , At 
June 30, 2001, the sheriff has cash (collected bank balances) of $135,079, These 
deposits are secured from risk by approximately $100 ,000 of federal deposit 

ins 
hel
~rance GASB Category I) and $35,079 of the pledge of bank-owned sec ities in th name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodi~ bank 

that mutually acceptable to both parties (GASB Category 3), 



VERNON PARISH SHERIFF 
(AS EX-OFFICIO PARISH 
Notes to the Financial 
Continued 

TAX COLLECTOR) 
Statements 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized under th 
provisions of GASB Statement 3 , Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes 

statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and %~lel the pledge securities within 10 days of being notified by the sheriff that fiscal agen 
bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand . 

STATE REVENUE SHARING FUNDS 

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 36 of 2000 were distributed as follows 

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 

Vernon Parish: 

Assessor's Assessment District 

Law Enforcement Dist rict 

Police Jury 

School Board 

West Vernon Water District 

South Vernon Water District 

Pension Funds 

Total 

3 . TAXES PA ID UNDER PROTEST 

$1 ,422 

54 ,300 

239 ,828 

372 ,973 

293,020 

10 ,108 

13 ,613 

21 ,686 

$1 ,016 ,950 

Louisiana Revised Statute 47 :2110 provides that taxpayers , at the time of payment of 
all taxes due , give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for 
recovery of all or a portion of the total taxes paid , Upon receipt of this notice, the 
amount paid is segregated and held by the tax collector for a period of 30 days, If 
suit is filed within the 30-day period for recovery of such amounts , the funds are held 
pending outcome of the suit , If the taxpayer prevails, the tax collector refunds the 
amount due, with interest at the actual rate earned from the date the funds were 
received by the tax collector. The following is a summary of changes in the taxes paid 
under protest : 

Balance , July i , 2000 

Additions : 

Taxes 

Interest 

Settlements to taxing bodies and others 

Balance . June 30 . 2001 

$289 ,987 

88 ,180 

3 ,893 

(292,941) 

$89 ,119 



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT REQUIRED BY 

GDVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

The following contains the report on compliance and internal control over financial 
reporting required by ~overnment A udftfng Standards , issued by the Comptroll er General 
of the United States . This report ~s based solely on the audit of the financial 
st at em ent s , 



(~EU]IflEU I}U~LIC ~i~CCCUNI~II~ i- 
66 T~rra Av~ u~ 

Alexandria, LA 71303 
318/44~-7568 

Fax : 318/~~2-9495 

AND ON 
FINANCI 
GOVERNM 

Internal Control Over Financial
u 

Reportinq in planning and performing my diS , I considered the internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of ex ipressing 

not to provide assurance on the nternal 
my opinion on the financial statements and control over financial reporting, My consideration of the internal control ove 
financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal contro 
over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses, ~ material weakness is a 
condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in 
amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited 
may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course 
of performing their assigned functions , I nosed no matters involving the internal 
control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be material 

weaknesses ~ 

Prior 
The au 
w e r e p 

the in 
to be 

Yea 
dit 

dis 
the 

equi red to 
ternal con 
materi al w 

Findin~  
year ende 
be report 
t rol over 
eaknesses 

d June 30, 2000 , disclosed no instances of noncompliance that 
ed under Gov, e~nment Auditfn9 Standards or matters involving 
financial reporting and its operation that w ere considered 
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This report is intended for the information of the Vernon Parish Sher4ff , its audit 
committee , management , and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be 
and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties , 

J4,,b,.o IU. 1~/w  
Herbie ~ , Way 
Alexand ria , Louisiana 
October 5 , 2001 
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